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1 HE MASTER'S TOUG

STUDIES IN COLOR COMBINATIONS. FABRIC DESIGNS, AND
ASSEMBLAGES OF OBJECTS FILL A MILAN PALAZZO WHERE THE DESIGNE
PIERO CASTELLINI LIVES WITH THE SOUR( ES OF HIS WORK

il )
P

Mﬁmuﬁh-
a0 Wth-tentury Yenetan char
covered in striped ik by
C&C, his Milan baved testils
line. Tha frescoes i the room
date from the Luth century. |

== kn \Oth-contury Tuscan

bookease in the lbrary waa
restored snd sdapted to the
Toom A Mapaleon thandeier
hangs above & Lowis XV
architect s desk from Pipdment.

ELLA CARACCIOLD . ~PHOTOGRAPHED BY SIMON WaTson

D, C
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'THE TURQUOISE STRIPES ON THE WALL FORM
\A BERFEQT BACKDROP FOR THE BLUE SKIES
ANTI SEAS IN pA:STElLINI‘S COLLECTION
OF|18TH-CENTURY NEAPOLITAN GOUACHES
| | |

TRADE SECRETS
ACCENTS In a cabinet,
oppotite pages Castellini's
prized collection of 1600
pleces of marble excavated
from the ruins of anclent
Rome. FhBmicS In the family
raom, a custem chaise
lopgue is covered in red silk
valvet, striking & bold gontrast
ta green-on-green wallpaper
by Tessuti Mimma Gini.
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Burt color, more than crocodiles or viger skins (of

which there are rl-h:nt'} clsewhere in the house), s
what really gers Castellini going. Take the dining
room overlooking the garden. The golden hues of
the lulh-::mll;: silk curtains, with their ocher and
green stripes, and the wine and ocher striped silk
on the fire red la -||.J|.-|1'|J chairs are set off by cool
mint green walls. In the bedroom, on the other
hand, the glowing fabric on the bed and around
the windows is set off by the acid lemon, ocher,
and turquoise stripes on the walls. All this luscious
ness 15 the e riect |‘.u'lccEl--]'| tor the tnf:#iu blue
skies and turquolse seas i ( asrellin’s callection of
eighteenth-century Neapolitan gousches
Castelling's long interest in fabric has its roors in
tarmily hastory. Dunng the second half of the nine
teenth century, the Castellinis were well known as

manufacrurers of fing linens. In time the family

page, is 18th con

See Shopping. last page

moved on to other things, but
eventually Castelling and his cousin
Emanuele Castellin decided to
go back to their roots. Together
they created C&C, 4 line of home
textiles and ready-made linens,
u!lit ) '*hf"“'rl'lll'l'l'l .!I'lll a \I'III!,‘ in
Milan. “Owr aim,” Castelling savs,
“is 1o serve a sophisticated chien
tele who appreciate the discrect
charm of being surrounded by
pleasant and elegant marerials.”
C&C has recently started a frur-
ful J].ITH1|.'I:-|1||I with Vitrorio
Solbiati, the linen mogul, who counts among his
chients Giorgio Armani and Ralph Lauren. “This
partnership,” says Castellim, "allows us a more
I'I..In'l": On Jl'l"ill.ll JI .IJIII 4 _Jll EdlEr ver 1.I:||It\ i I:hl’.‘

making of linens.”

abrics tor the home are not the
only thing occupying Castellini’s
time at the moment. Together
with a few friends he has embarked
on & new adventure, Laboratono

Italtano, an exclusmve line of talor
muide men’s suits and a line of readv-made knitwear
and accessones. “We wanted to create a line of

clothes that embodied our sovle clegant and
relaxed.” | |r?-_'.ml ? Alwavs, Bur relaxed? Evervwhere
except in the charged atmosphere of Piero

Castellini's Milan home

D, C

Muano
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" HEN pr
. BEEwEN

n when he's at home, archs
tect and faboc de signer Piero
Casrellini Baldissera doesn't
stay still for long. During a

relaxed”™ one-on-one conver
satron in his Liviag room in

Milan, Castellini spoke 1

carpenters, planned the finishing touches o
some metal lamps he'd designed, sent off fabric
samples trom his new callection of home tex
lls. Hi

15 also a chain-smoker and, iromcally ac ||'|-_i|u|

tiles, and answered a dozen or so phone ca

sive collector of chairs. Not thar he has time o
sit around. Although his name. 25 an architect
and designer, 15 associared with some of the most
luxurious and rescful howses in Ivaly, many of
them restorations in Tuscany, his house in Milan
s anything but a place for repose. =1 have lived in
this house for decades and ver 1 ke P putting my

hands on it, changing it again and again,” he savs

Home 1s where Castelling by

fron int lands e i

his "private color laboratory
h al | laboeari

P lace thar was bile near the

wedlthy taboe merchant thi

L the palace became the cenrer

Milan's social life. Sixteenth-cen

Muano
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% i owrs in a C&C silk

Tr— opposite
@ sitting room
IS HING S

jod by a Louis XV1
om Pledmont

i vintago

Boint, left, and a

W armchair, right
J£5 The curtains b
. Lalievre's Tivol sfli.
pELstom sofa is covergd
ygotfered velvet.

T French Aublisson
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COLOR EXCITES CASTELLINI, AND HE USES HIS HOUSE AS A LABORATORY
FOR EXPLORING THE WAY COLOR INTERACTS WITH VARIOUS FABRICS
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TRADE SECRETS
FuaHiSHINGS |n the dining
room, this page. Wbth-century
Venetian chairs surround

an th-contury French table
Fasmcs CAC s Loile de

Jouy Inred covers the table;
the curtaing are in Lelievre
silke. In the bedreom, oppasite
page. a painted wood pofa

i covered in Pierre 's
toile de Hanter. with
cushions in CACs

sifle. acCEWTS The 18

cantury chandelier i
From an [tallan ¢
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|'|:;_'I1I dances in the

palace’s candlelit rooms and in the garden, where "many

. ficent ladies” met with *honored cavaliers, sena-

tars, arms men, and archirects of the dukedom.” In 1495,

whien work Tbe Last Supper i nearby Santa Mana

e Carazi o da Vinci spent hours walking in

the parden or rest n its shade. After the collapse of

lom in 14949, the Arellanis probably lost

the Storza

much of the 1, and the palace fell into disrepair

the time Cas i's grear-grand-uncle bought it in

it was a batrered old ce with a rural feel to it

192
Even as a child in the 1950s,” savs Castelling, *1 remem

ber fields of cultivated land just outside the house.™ Hard

to imagime nowadayvs, since the ||.1|.J|r'.é-.l‘,'-\E1:1'h‘.-1-‘~rr!|lr1|
shares with his brothers and sisters, is immersed in

Milan's bustling center

rehitect Picro Portaluppi, Castelling's

grandfather, restored the palazzo ina

free-spinited way, adding a new wing and
allowing his imagination free rein every
wheere else, The central stiircase and the
main rooms on the first Boor were dec
orated with flamboyant frescoes depicting the signs of the
zovdiac and scenes from nature, The floors, o, offered sur
taces for the creation of intncate marhle parterms As sonn
as one walks into the central courtvard, where an ancient

WISTET [OWErS OVEr 3 grac ctul portico, one s struck by

the fact that nothing here w

pieces of STOne CRrvings anwd |_Il“..il‘:_li'_
stacked together in a senies of deliby
crate arrangements similar to those
found in Castelhini's apartment

#] too am ac umpulwrc collector,”
Castellini says in describing his
rooms. To emphasize the point he
draws attention to his most precious
possessions: 1,600 preces of marble
from an early-twentieth-century dig
in the ruins of ancient Rome. This
.]||'||.\.'I‘|‘ sCientihg Jlu‘h’”.{i'h [y ACS
rhetics is apparent from the main
entrance to the apartment. The
walls, painted in the 19208 by a pupil
of Portaluppi’s, display a series of

horanical studies menculously drawn

and arranped in such a way as to give

the illusion of a winter garden. This
room also houses some of the

1 13l sources of Castellini's inspi

ration —stacks of ancient books on
and under the sofas, empry picture

frames, turtle shells, and several

ted and gapang alhgators 3

5 left o chance. Birs and

Clochwise from top
left: In the courtyard, an
old bicyele and a Yespa
painted in stars and stripas
& grand walnut and cak
bookcase from a Tuscan
pharmacy. boneath portraits
of fameun Hallan painters
of the 16th, 17th, and
Wth centuries. « CA&C
stripad silk covers a dining
chair; the curtain fabric
is by Lelievre. - In the saln
dello rodinco, 1bth-contury
marble columns. Zodiac
symboh decorate the
walls snd Hoors, designed
by Piero Portaluppl
In the bedroom. & curtain
s in Braguenie's Marquise
de Pigrre. A hand-painted

ferest coene in the family

dining room. The inlaid dears
are surrounded by Flor di
Peico marble. Chair covered

in CAC striped silk
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