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A FARMHOUSE INTUSCANY
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w Yorl, fell in Jove agd married, they began to dream of owning a home in Italy—a [rEIce-
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“It took us three years to find the right house,” says the wife of the couple’s forays in Ialy, with woe

onaisal rug

By the time they had narrowed their search to Tuscany, in particular the Chianti region, their
el estate agent was running out of ideas. “He was desperite to know what we wanted, so he
ook us 1o see a house that was not on the market w better understand our requirements.”
Naturally, the couple Fell in love with this very Eirmhouse, and they bougl i,

The house is at the center of a stunning valley at the point where the land rises up to dominate
an unobstructed, 360-degree view of virgin countryside. It is accessed from a long dirt road
leading from a small village that consists of an ancient church and a duster of homes, The
farmhouse is divided into two sections, flanked on one side by an eleventh-century tower thar
once safeguarded a neighboring castle

“Olbwiously, our constant o-ing and fro-ing with the U.S, meant we needed a designer 1o
supervise the building work.” explains the wife. They found him more quickly than the house.
1 opencd a book straight onto an interior designed by the architect Piero Castelling Baldissera
and immediately knew he was our man.”

Castellini, one of the creative forces behind C&C Milano fabrics and home collection, was
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the ideal choice. Able to interpret the couple's wishes without straying oo far from i

traditional Tuscan-style farmhouse, Castellin set o work creating intenors of warm pinks, lush

apricots, sunny yellows and solt greens that perfectly complement the Italian countrysice.

This was g made-1o-mensure house—a labor of love, Here, every ”III]II_' wias Crealed Troam
scratch. Most of the furniture was carefully thought our and designed in workshops throughou
ltaby o fin the couple’s aesthetic and practical requirements: cast-iron beds, functional side
tables, dining chairs to go with the antigue dining table, sofas and carpets, Some objects were

fonined ar antiques fairs and she s in Italy as well as around Europe and in Morocco, Among

these finds are a nineteenth-century dining table bought in Umbria and old, painted sooden

windows thar were discovered in a Marrakech souk and thar now decorate two walls,

“There's not 4 speck of white,” adds the Ludy of the house. “We love color and have spent
much time in search of the right shade for each room,”

The ground floor, once used as a stable with extremely high ceilings, was converted into
roomms for entertaining, Bevond the wirm-hued dining room, an atrivm dominated by o fre
pliace and a central round table leads into an apricod sitting room and a sage-green library,

Ceiling bricks throughout the house have been bleached, and some beams have been
painted o march the walls of their respective rooms rather than using a standard black gloss

The view from cach window of the farmhouse suggests o frmed old-master painting

simply Tascany at its best. U]
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