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COVERED PORCH Spanish U.bn!lu bowis on the wall, cushions in C&C

Vincent Van Duysen's Pablo’ e\mlom ply und nrmchnlu e Sab e
wooden NDING

suspended from a cupola that crowns the fnmcwor\( of painted beams.
CHILDREN'S BATHROOM *Herbarium” wallpaper by Stig Lindberg from
Boristapetet iscombined with vellow s, CLOAKROOM The paneling
hax a m.ml painted by specialist decorator Mark Uriu of Uriu Nuance.
DY A large Noguchl pendant light makes the most of the high
d r\g in this second-floor room, above a sofa upholstered in ‘Angkor®
and an ottoman in “Malindi’, both by Pierre Frey, a Japanese cane chair
with a sheepskin throw and a Sandy Jones rug. The trio of artworks is
by Donald Sultan. TWIN ROOM Ottoline’s ‘Tmprovisation Number 1"
per, headboards covered in Josef Frank's ‘Vegetable Tree' fro
Svenskt Tenn, Wallace Sewell blankets and a Swedish rug from Afri
Gallery lend 4 bright, playful feel. The painting is by Richard Ballinger

uyers’ remorse is not exactly what the
owners of this rambling country house
in Connecticut felt after moving in, but
it was certainly something close to i
“The minute that we took possession, T
said to my husband, “This house is a
teardown,” remembers the owner with
a rueful laugh. ‘It was originally a barn,
built in the 1920s, which had been slowly
made into a house. Tt was rickety and
it smelled musty. Later, I called it “the
wildlife sanctuary”, because every small rodent you could think
oflived with us - chipmunks, squirrels, mic
Th 1 h

hildrenbiad
moved from London to New York as part of ajob relocation and,
feelingalittle frazzled by the city’s pace, had impulsively bought
the old barn situated on an idyllic 50-acre property of hills.
fieldsand streams in rural Litchfield County. It proved a happy
family retreat for several years, vermin aside. Still, the nagging
dissatisfaction with the house led to meetings with architects
about building a new modern house on the land. When the cost
and time implications became apparent, the couple instead
lanned an internal house.

The owners called upon the London-based interior designer
Hugh Leslie, who had previously reconfigured and decorated
both their Notting Hill house in London and their townhouse
onManhattan’s Upper East Side. ‘A lot of my friends think that
mysitting room in Manhattan is the prettiest room they've ever
been in, says the owner. ‘Hughis taste and the things that he
suppliesjust don’t go out of style.” Everything pointed to a third
successful collaboration. For starters, the owner and de,u-ner
Knew how to communicate effectively. ‘She's very straight-up,”
remarks Hugh. “There really arem’t any hurt feelings when one
of us pushes back,” the owner agrees.

But when they started stripping out the house for the internal
renovation,it soon became clear that it would be necessary todo
much
SoHughand the New Ymk based Ar'.}ll'.el.l Dlner Copesetabout
reforming the exterior shell within the original barn footprint
and creating a new internal layout.

As the house sits on a hill, the front door is at ground level
whereas the entrance at the back of the house is on the first
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